
New Providence High School
Brian Henry, Principal

Stephanie Kwiatkowski, Assistant Principal

Vincent A. Carangelo, Director of Athletics

Jillian Shadis, Director of School Counseling

September 1, 2021

Dear Students, Parents/Guardians,

Welcome new Pioneers and welcome back to all our returning students!  I hope this letter finds you and
your families well and each of you have had a relaxing and enjoyable summer.  This summer we have
been hard at work preparing for the start of the 2021-2022 school year and are extremely excited to open
up our doors to the students next week.  We have undergone a few facility upgrades, which we are eager
to show our students, including a newly renovated Culinary Arts room and High School Counseling
Suite.

Below please find important information for the opening of school:

▪ The first day of school is on Wednesday, September 8th.  Students should report to their Period
1 classes, which start promptly at 7:44 am, and the first day will be an A day. We are excited to
return to full-day instruction and our Rotating and Drop Schedule at the High School, which was
implemented starting in the 2018-2019 school year.

o Students will be able to view their schedule beginning in the evening of Thursday,
September 2nd through the PowerSchool Portal.  If there are any concerns with your
schedule, please fill out the schedule change request form which can be found on the
High School and Counseling websites.

o Please click here for our Rotating and Drop Bell Schedule, as well as the Delayed
Opening and Early Dismissal Schedules, and click here for the Rotation of Days
Calendar.

▪ Morning Drop-Off- When dropping off your child in the morning, please pull your car all the
way up to the end of the circle, so as not to back up traffic on Pioneer Drive. Please do not cut
the line. Also, please look before you pull away from the curb, since there are students and staff
walking through the parking lot at this time.  Please be cognizant that the traffic on the outer
circle has the right of way.  Following these guidelines will ensure the safety of our students and
allow the drop-off line to move quickly for parents/guardians. At no time should a vehicle be
left unattended in the front of the school building. Additionally, for the safety and well-being of
the children who attend OLP School, it is imperative that NPHS parents do not use the OLP lot
for dropping off or picking up students.  Also, please note that the parking lot behind the Summit
Speech School at the corner of Pioneer Drive and Balcom Road is private property as is the
parking lot behind the NJ Sharing Network.  Therefore, please do not drop off or pick up your
student(s) from these lots.  Families can utilize the Community Pool Parking Lot to drop off or
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pick up their student(s) as an additional option.  The students may enter through the doors at the
back of the building at the start of the school day in addition to the main entrance and side
entrances off of Providence Street.

o On inclement weather days, many of our students who might normally walk or bike to
school utilize motor vehicle transportation.  This can cause traffic congestion, so please
plan accordingly in terms of arrival to school each day for the start of the first period
class at 7:44 am.  The Middle School begins at 7:55 am as well.

▪ Communication - Throughout the school year, we will communicate electronically with
parents/guardians.  Please make sure you add NPHS@npsdnj.org to your email address book so
that you will receive these communications.  If, during the school year, you are not receiving
electronic communication or you change your email address, it is important that you contact the
High School Main Office so that we can address your concern.

▪ Process for completing Returning Student Registration—You should have already received
an email (sent on August 23rd) from the District with a link to your PowerSchool parent portal to
update your child’s student information and electronically sign annual permission forms and the
acknowledgement of school district policies for the 2021-2022 school year.  Once logged into
your parent portal, navigate to Forms and then the Enrollment tab to complete this process.  It is
imperative that you complete your Returning Student Registration prior to the start of the first
day of school, Wednesday, September 8th.  Please note that you will need to complete this
process for each child enrolled in the school district. If you have not received this email, please
contact the Main Office immediately.

▪ NPSD The Road Forward Plan 2021-2022- Please find important information related to
Health and Safety in the NPSD The Road Forward Plan. We ask that you please review all of
the health and safety information outlined in the Road Forward document and links below prior
to the start of the school year.

o NPSD- COVID Student/Teacher Chart
o COVID-19 Exclusion Flow Charts
o NP BOE Meeting Health Highlights- August 26, 2021
o As per New Jersey Executive Order No. 251, all students/staff must wear masks in public

school buildings.  The following information sheet provides information relative to
acceptable masks vs. unacceptable masks for school.

▪ Water- All water-filling stations throughout the building will be accessible to students to fill up
their water bottles throughout the school day.  We encourage all students to bring their own water
bottles daily and to utilize the filling stations as needed.

▪ Physical Distancing
o While there is no requirement for physical distancing, we will strive to maintain as much

distancing as practical in all circumstances including classrooms, the hallways, and
during the lunch period.

o Hallways- The majority of our hallways are lined with decals and arrows for our students
as a guide/reminder for distancing when transitioning between classes.  Students should
take their time and be patient while transitioning between their classes.  All of our
students' cooperation will be needed in order to maintain an organized and safe
environment for all.
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▪ Lockers- Students will receive a locker for the 2021-2022 school year to use as needed. The
locker information can be accessed in two places.  It will be included on the student schedules
and there is also a “locker info” tab in PowerSchool where they can access their locker number
and combination. Students may not congregate around the lockers or loiter in the hallways or
bathrooms at any time.

▪ Attendance- Please continue using the Attendance Matters Form for all absence reporting.  If
there are specific questions/concerns regarding a student’s school status related to COVID,
please contact our School Nurse, Mrs. Berardi (aberardi@npsdnj.org).

▪ Lunch- To allow for optimal spacing of students within the building during the lunch block, we
will allow our students to utilize the following spaces to eat:

▪ Cafeteria
▪ High School Courtyard (outdoor space)
▪ Middle School Courtyard (outdoor space)
▪ Four Hallways around the High School Courtyard
▪ High School Gymnasium (on inclement weather days)

o In addition, our students can visit the Media Center and/or their teachers during
Professional Period.  However, there will be no food permitted in the Media Center.

o Open Lunch- We are providing an additional option for our students grades 7-12.  On
Monday August 30th, 2021, all parents/families should have received information
regarding our Open Lunch Program for this school year. Please refer to this Open Lunch
communication for more information.  We ask all those who wish to sign up their
student(s) for open lunch, to please complete the Google Form attached in the Open
Lunch letter by the conclusion of the day this Friday September 3rd.

▪ Instruction/SEL- This year we look forward to returning to a full-day instructional program.  As
part of this program we will continue to place a high emphasis on all of the needs of our students,
including academic, social, and emotional needs. Please find additional resources for you as
parents, and for our students below.

o Preparing Your Child to Return to School
o Parent/Student Social Emotional Learning Website
o District Mental Health Personnel Contact Information

▪ Class Meeting Schedule and Senior Class College Meeting- On Thursday September 9th,
the administration and counselors will hold our opening class meetings to discuss a variety of
important school-related items with our students. Students will be called down over the PA
system at the following times:

o Grade 9- 8:47 am
o Grade 10- 9:17 am
o Grade 11- 9:50 am
o Grade 12- 10:20 am (*Followed directly by our Senior Class College Meeting)

▪ Senior/Student Parking- On Monday August 30th, 2021, all senior students and families should
have received Senior Parking information including the Senior Parking application.  Please refer
to the Senior/Student Parking link for information on parking as well as the parking application.
To start the school year, parking spots for Seniors will be in the student lot on a first come, first
serve basis.  Please note there are teacher assigned parking spots in this lot as well.  Students are
only able to park in spots 132-197 to start the school year.  This option is limited to our 12th
grade students only.
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o Both 12th grade and 11th grade students are allowed to park in the Community Pool
parking lot each and every day of the school year.

o Student parking is prohibited in the following areas at all times:
▪ The Summit Speech School/Indigo business center
▪ NJ Sharing Network parking lot
▪ Any business parking lot
▪ Our Lady of Peace Church/School

o Please note “On-the-street parking” has a two-hour maximum.  If you choose to park
there, then you are subject to receive a ticket from the NPPD.  You may not leave school
during the school day to move your vehicle.

▪ 9th Grade iPad Distribution- We will distribute all 9th grade student iPads during Period 1 on
the first day of school (Wednesday, September 8th). Students will be called down over the PA
system from their Period 1 classes in order to receive their iPads in the cafeteria.

▪ HS Back-to-School Night will be on Wednesday, September 29th and will begin at 7:00 p.m.
More information to come on Back-to-School Night.

▪ Testing/Assessments
o The PSAT will be offered to 10th and 11th grade students on Wednesday, October 13th.

A special schedule for all other students will be forthcoming.
o The state-mandated Start Strong Assessments, through the New Jersey Department of

Education, will be administered on Tuesday, October 12th and Thursday, October
14th.  Further details and special schedules will be provided at a later date.

▪ The PTSA would like to invite parents/guardians to attend the first PTSA meeting on Monday,
September 13th at 7:00 p.m. in the High School Media Center and via Zoom. A Zoom link
will follow.  Becoming a member of the PTSA is a great way to stay involved in the school
community and support our students.  Please review the PTSA Welcome Newsletter for
important PTSA information, including how to join the PTSA.

Additional plans and updates over the course of the past month have been shared via the district website
under “2021/2022 COVID-19 Information.”

A special thank you to all of our students, families, community members, administration, Board of
Education, faculty, and staff for their efforts this summer to prepare for the start of this school year. It
has been a true team effort and once again our Pioneer spirit has been on full display.

On behalf of the entire High School Administration, faculty, and staff, we wait with eager anticipation
for our students’ return to school next week.  We look forward to a positive and successful 2021-2022
school year.

Enjoy the final week of the summer!

Brian Henry
Principal, New Providence High School and Middle School
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